[B] 


[C] 


immersion], it is clean. [The water on the stick forms a slope and is 
regarded as wholly connected,]”’ the words of R. Joshua. And 
sages say, “[It is not clean] until one immerses the whole thing’’[M. 
Toh. 8:9A-C]. 


R. Simeon b. Lagish says, “Where they dispute it is in respect to 
uncleanness deriving from a minor source of uncleanness, but in the 
case of uncleanness deriving from a major source of uncleanness, R. 
Joshua will concur with the view of sages [that a “slope” does not 
constitute a connection to the immersion pool, and the man or object 
immersed remains unclean until wholly immersed].” 


R. Yohanan said, “Also [in the case of] uncleanness [deriving] from a 
major source, they differ as well.” 


[D] The following Tannaite teaching differs from [the theory of] R. 
Simeon b. Lagish: 


[E] If one’s feet are still in the water, if he immersed for the most 
minor kind of uncleanness, but he then became confirmed for 
the most stringent kind of uncleanness, what he has done is 
done and is valid [T. Hag. 3:1C]. [Here “slope” does constitute a 
connection for purposes of immersion. ] 


[F] Interpret that passage to speak of one who ate food in the state of 
uncleanness or who drank liquid in the state of uncleanness [in the 
position of Joshua; the uncleanness is minor in status, being of 
rabbinical origin]. 


[G] Did not R. Jacob bar Zabedi, R. Abbahu in the name of R. Simeon 
b. Laqish [say]: “He who eats unclean food or drinks unclean 
liquids — his body remains in the state of cleanness [even if he 
immersed] without the intent [of becoming clean from these minor 
sorts of uncleanness to which he has been exposed]? 


[H] “Once one has set his mind on achieving a level of uncleanness 
higher than that, he does not require intent [for these minor 
things].” 


[I] The following passage of the Mishnah [also] stands at variance 
[78c] with the view of R. Simeon b. Lagish: 


[J] An immersion pool that contains exactly forty seahs — two 
people went down and immersed in it — both are clean. If 
they immersed one after the other — the first is clean, and 
the second is unclean. R. Judah says, “If the feet of the first 


